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Dear friends of Uplift, 

Reflecting on this past year has left me with a deep appreciation 
for the nimbleness I see in our network and the commitment 
of our teachers, staff, and partners. While the nation saw 
teachers leave the profession in droves, Uplift was honored to 
have a substantial number of veteran teachers return to our 
schools. We were thrilled to pilot Opportunity Culture in Fort 
Worth which allowed our top teachers to not only stay in the 
classroom but also lead, support, and develop small teams of 
teachers, thus expanding our reach of teaching excellence. 

Our network saw meaningful expansion in our well-being 
learning programs as we implemented new tools in the 
classroom to help teachers have real-time data on how 
scholars are feeling and quickly identify scholars in distress. 
We understand that a sense of happiness and belonging is 
the first step to learning readiness, and we will continue to 
find innovative ways to meet the needs of our scholars and 
families. 

We watched one thousand seniors announce their college 
and career decisions at this year’s Senior Decision Day at 
AT&T stadium. Of those, 84% transitioned to a 2-year or 4-year 

college in the fall, and a growing number of alums are taking 
advantage of Uplift’s Career Services program. This program 
helps our alums by providing everything from résumé and 
interviewing skills to internships and networking opportunities. 
We are already seeing big results. Our 
alums who use these services are 
moving into careers after college with 
an average starting salary of $5,000 
more than their peers. 

Uplift continues to innovate and fine-
tune what it means to educate the 
“whole scholar.”  From prekindergarten 
through 12th grade and well beyond, 
we are committed to preparing our 
scholars for life and exploring new 
career pathways to guide each scholar 
to a life of economic freedom. I hope you will take the time 
to review this year’s annual report and help us celebrate our 
successes. 

Sincerely, 

From the CEO

Uplift is the only public K-12 school system 
in Texas with a career office specializing in 

helping our alums matriculate into profitable 
careers directly after college or high school 

graduation. As a result, Uplift alums who 
graduated this year (2018 Uplift graduates) 

reported a median salary of $55,000.

Uplift programs help our alums earn college 
degrees at a rate 13% higher than the state 

average and 3X the rate of their peers 
nationally.



Well-being for a 
Connected Scholar 
Culture
While well-being has been a core 
support system at Uplift for many 
years, it has proven necessary as we 
move forward from the last several 
years. Prioritizing joyful classrooms 
and opportunities for movement 
breaks and reflection shows our 
scholars that we deeply care about 
them as individual people. Our 
approach of ensuring that everyone, 
including adults, can feel emotionally 
well is a core component of our 
scholar culture. Uplift provides a 
robust well-being model that supports 
our scholars through life’s challenges 
and gives them the tools to thrive in 
life. 

College and Career Ready 
Curriculum
Uplift provides a strong, academically 
balanced curriculum to help individual 
scholars thrive and grow. At our core, 
we believe that by providing a robust 
academic program centered around 
building critical thinking skills and 
character, our scholars will succeed 
post-secondary, whether in college or 
career.

The Whole Scholar Approach
Caring for 
our scholars 
as individual 
learners

Road to College AND 
Career
Uplift’s unique model of post-
secondary support follows our 
graduates after high school, through 
college completion, and into a 
successful career. This unparalleled 
support allows our scholars to 
succeed at graduating college at a 
rate 2X higher than the state average 
and 3X higher than the national 
average for their counterparts and 
earn $5,000 per year more than their 
counterparts in their first job. The 
Uplift Career Services Counselors are 
making a difference for our alums and 
guiding them to success.

Uplift grads earn 
college degrees at 

a rate 

2X
the state average.

Uplift grads earn 
college degrees at 

a rate 

3X
the national average.



B Rated
For the first time 
since 2019, the Texas 
Education Agency 
released new school 
ratings. Uplift was thrilled 
to maintain its B(86) despite 
the challenges of the past three years. 
Five of our campuses earned an “A” 
rating. These campuses spanned the 
metroplex, from DeSoto to Fort Worth. 
Twenty-five of our campuses earned 
a “B” rating, an increase from our last 
TEA rating in 2019.

22,000
Scholars for 2021-22

78%
Economically disadvantaged

45
Schools in 6 DFW cities

Our Year in Review

Our Scholars·66%  Hispanic·23%  Black·6%  Asian·3%  White·2%  2+ races

ALL of Uplift’s eligible high schools received 
national recognition by U.S. News & World 
Report and ranked in the nation’s top 27% of 
high schools.

Congratulations 
to our A-Rated 
schools!
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OVERALL RATING DOMAIN 1 (Academic Achievement)The Inside Picture
While Uplift 
remained 
competitive with 
surrounding 
districts on our 

overall TEA rating, we far surpassed 
those same districts in Domain 1, 
which measures pure academic 
achievement.

Valuable Partners
Uplift is grateful to have valuable partners to help us go 
above and beyond for our scholars. Many of the things that 
define the Uplift difference are made possible through the 
generosity of local businesses, foundations, and individuals 
who believe in our mission.

The Melville Family Foundation went the extra mile for our 
scholars this past year. This organization leaned into its 
commitment to education by hosting robotics camps and 
clubs, donating Chromebooks and library books, making 
field trips possible so scholars can learn more about 
STEM careers, providing food donations, and awarding 
scholarships to graduating seniors. Uplift is grateful for the 
Melville Family Foundation and all our partnerships.

Lael Melville, CEO of the Melville Family Foundation, poses with 
Uplift Crescendo scholars at the opening of the school’s library.



The Class of 2022

981
seniors

8,712
college applications

$90.2 million
in scholarships/grants

78%
first generation

100% 
college acceptance

84%
college matriculation

$50006,600

The Class of 2022 set records 
for International Baccalaureate® 

participation, earning 6,600 college 
credit hours, equal to over $1.9 million, 

to offset the rising cost of college.

Our graduates who take advantage of 
our alum career support services after 
high school start their careers making 
$5,000 more than the average starting 

salary of their peers.

Our Supporters
Without the generosity of our donors, Uplift would not be able to provide an education for the 23,000+ scholars enrolled for 
2022-23. We extend a heartfelt thank you to the following donors for their generous 2021-22 gifts and lifetime donations 
over $25K to support Uplift’s mission.

A.L. Chilton Foundation
Manuela Acevedo
Victoria and Richard Agnich
Robert Aisner
Anila Ali
Kathryn Allen
Alpha Business Images
Sophia Alvarado
Walter F Alvarez
Amazon Smile
American Endowment Foundation
America’s Charities
Amerigroup
Joseph and Kelly Ames
Elizabeth Amis
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Anonymous
The Artist Outreach
William Atkinson
Stephanie Aughinbaugh
Suguna and Venkatakumar Babu
Adrianna Bailey-Moore
Bank of America Philanthropic
Bank of America
Bannerman Foundation
Cristina Barbosa and Michael Young
Eric Egleston and Alejandra Barbosa
Cheryl Barekman
Roslyn Barker
Colleen Barrett
Sherry Batts

Brittany Beldon
Bellevue Foundation
Belmont Foundation
Ana Belmonte
Patrice Belotte
Ben E. Keith
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Gayle Bennett
Michielle Benson
Talia and Alexander Berk
Peggy and Bryan Bertsch
Yasmin and Vik Bhatia
Deborah and Bryan Bigham
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Bird Family Foundation
Bert Blair
Tammey B. Blasdel
Daniel and Laura Boeckman
Rebecca Bogie
The Boone Family Foundation
Dianna and Tom Bowen
De Boyd
Juanyta Bradley
Tori Breedlove
Lauren and Eric Bricker
Bright Funds Foundation
The Broad Center
Jessica Brookshire
Alice and Michael Brown
Dan and Kimberly Brown
Cori Brown

Deni and Kevin Bryant
John Buck
Buck Financial
Bob and Sally Bybee
Cassandra and Bruce Byerly
Adriana Calles
The Cambria Group
Roshunda Campbell
Yesenia Campistrano III
Capital One Bank
Capital For Kids
Michael Carbone
Donna and Carey Carter
Celanese Foundation Grant Program
CFP Foundation
Jeff and Kim Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation American 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 

Philanthropies
Charles Schwab Foundation
Charles Schwab Charitable Fund
Charter School Growth Fund, Inc
Tania Chavez
Jyothi Chode
Becky and Chris Christensen
Albertina Cisneros
Citi Foundation
City of Coppell
Nita and Cullum Clark
Jackie Close
Closet Glitter

Matt and JT Coats
Rebekah Cole
Jennifer Coleman
Lawrence Collins
Dorothy Collins Torbert
Collins-Fisher Foundation
Communities Foundation of Texas
Community Philanthropic Ventures
Leslie and George Conant
Megan Considine
Monica Cortes
Adam Cox
Cathleen Crews
Dow Crocker
Shirley and Stuart Crow
Kathy and Harlan Crow
Philip and Dale Cullum
Robert Brooks Cullum Jr.
Kim Cummings
Kimberly Dade
The Dallas Foundation
Dallas Social Venture Partners
Dallas Regional Chamber
Bruce and Jean Damiani
Jill and Michael Dardick
Dawn and Derek Davidson
Pilar and Lew Davies
Jabez and Jennifer Deacon
Maureen and Robert Decherd
Diane Detmering
George & Lynda Devejian

The DICK’S Sporting Goods Foundation
Bernie and Annie Diflore
Lillian and Tony Dona
Misty Donathan
Mike Doramus
Patrick Dowd
David Drinkwater
DSG Realtor
Sally and Tom Dunning
Educate Texas
J. Ralph Ellis
Laurie Elmore
ELS Vision Wealth Management PLLC
Enchant Christmas LLC
Epic Waters Indoor Waterpark
Nicholas Erber
Ericsson North America
Mike and Joyce Ernst
Catherine and Robert Estrada
Aleta Estrada
Mandy and Chase Evans
Paige Farragut
Fidelity Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
FIRST
Ossa and Anders Fisher
Kevin and Robin Fisher
Richard Fisher
Five Star Subaru of Grapevine
Monika and Patrick Flood
Jenifer and Peter Flynn

Fort Worth Education Partnership
Sandra Fourzan
Jeffery Franklin
Susan and Richard Frapart
Dexter Freeman II
The Fritz and Mary Lee Duda Family 

Foundation
Genise and Ardo Fuentes
Ahjani Fuller
Catherine Fulton
Monica Gallagher
Kartik Gandhi
Raju Gandhi
Susan and Woodrow Gandy
Catherine Gantt
Isabel and Mario Garcia
Ricky Garcia
Galen Garrett
Holland and Leila Gary
Charles Gaut
The George and Fay Young Foundation
George W. Bush Foundation
Robin and Esther Ghio
Jane and Mark Gibson
John Giddens
Michael Giles
Don Glendenning
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
Goff Family Foundation
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program
Goldman Sachs



Melinda Gonzalez
Larry and Barbara Good
Eric Goodloe
Laura and Daniel Gray
Greater Texas Foundation
Cindy Gregg
Julie and Jimmy Grisham
GritOut
Carla and Jay Grob
Grossman Law Offices
The Hal and Diane Brierley Foundation
Amy Hall
Evan Hall
John Hallam
Lawrence Halleron and Jon Motto
Hamon Charitable Foundation
William R. Hanks
David Hanna
The Harold Simmons Foundation
Angela Harrison
Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation
Harry S. Moss Foundation
Ashley Hathaway
Hattie Mae Lesley Foundation
Tamaryn Hawkins
Hawn Foundation
Brenda and Peter Hayes
Haynes and Boone Foundation
Tricia Heaney
Mark Hefflefinger
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Helfrich
Hemera Foundation
Pilar and John Henry
Leticia Hernandez
Highland Capital Management
Donna Hilderbrand
Hillcrest Foundation
Kristina and Daniel Hippman
HKS Architects
Hoblitzelle Foundation

Ann and Lee Hobson
The Hoglund Foundation
Ciara Holland
Brianna Horton
Susan House
Rodney Ingram
International Paper
Rusty and John Jaggers
Jane Bosart Foundation
Kathryn M. Jenevein
John and Pamela Beckert Family 

Foundation
Cameron Johnson
Kimberly Johnson
Regina Johnson
Simone Joyce
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Randy and Jane Jurgensmeyer
Kishore Kasturi
Harneet Kaur
Kemeticare, LLC
Paul Kerpoe
Maddie Keyes
Cheryl and H. Craig Kinney
Kleinheinz Family Foundation for the 

Arts and Education
Kline Family Foundation
William Knight
Elizabeth Knight
Mahima and Pankaj Kumar
Teresa Landry
Melanie and Greg Lane
Joseph Lee
Lincoln Property Company
The Litman Foundation
Emma Livingston
Locke Lord LLP
Katy Lonergan
Lowe’s Charitable & Educational 

Foundation

Michael Lunceford
The Luskin Household
Matt and Lili Luth
Nancy and Robert Luxen
Francine Ly
Lyda Hill Foundation
Lyda Hill Fund
The M.R. and Evelyn Hudson Foundation
Mollie and Ian MacGregor
Ashok Manda
Cathy and George Manning
The Maple Tree Group, LLC
Louise and Charles Marsh
Amanda Martin
Christian Martinez-Canchola
Matejek Family Foundation
Tom and Holly Mayer
Nancy and Robert McClain
Ashley McConkey
McDonnough Family Fund at The Dallas 

Foundation
Andre McEwing
Elena McFann
Jessica McFarlin
Suzanne and Patrick McGee
Nancy and Jack McGraw
McGriff Insurance Services
Michael and Barbara McKenzie
Barry and Melissa McNeil
Anne and John McPherson
Meadows Foundation
Laura Medina
Dr. Lael & Randolph Melville
The Melville Family Foundation
David Meyer
Michael and Susan Dell Foundation
Michael Young Family Foundation
Harriet Miers
The Mike & Mary Terry Family 

Foundation

Michelle Milberger
The Miles Foundation
Ellen and Steve Miller
Habeeb and Faleel Mohideen
Carol Montgomery
Ruth Ann Montgomery
Kent and Lisa Montgomery
Harold Montgomery
Reagan and Taylor Montgomery
Moody Foundation
Holly Moore
Krystal Moore
Jose Luis Moreno
The Morris Foundation
Phillip Morrow
Anna and Ryan Moss
Jennifer Moss
Motorola Foundation
Rachel C Moussa
MRR & Associates
Multiplier
Caitlin Murnane
Stacy and Ken Murphy
National Association of Charter School 

Authorizers
National Alliance for Public Charter 

Schools
Henry and Rene Neely
Brian Nelson
New York Life Employee Match
Andrew and Shannon Newsom
Diana and Geoffrey Newton
Phuong Nguyen
North Texas Community Foundation
North Texas Alliance to Reduce 

Unintended Pregnancy
Linda Northcutt
NorthPark Center
Alberto Nunez
Alice and Erle Nye

William Oates
O’Donnell Foundation
Olympus Corporation of the Americas
Sue Owen
Sridevi and Narasimha Pabbisetty
Ryan Pacheco
Jared Palmer
Rina and Apurva Parikh
Brooke Parson
Mahender Pathi
Paul E. Andrews, Jr. Foundation
Dee Ann and Marshall Payne
Jeane and Hugh Pendery
Cara Pennington
Pepsico Foundation
Zulema Peralta
Perkins-Prothro Foundation
The Perlmeter Family Foundation
Rosemary and Michael Perlmeter
The Perot Foundation
The Perot Museum of Nature and 

Science
Shreese Phillips
Luisa Handem Piette
Stephanie Pinkston
Pizza Hut
George Platt
Chris and Joe Popolo
Posey Family Foundation
Tim and Joni Powers
Syreeta Pritchett
Project Lead The Way
Project Management Services, Inc.
Dallas Pryor
Victoria Quan
R4 Foundation
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation
Stacey Ransleben
Sherece Ray
Rees-Jones Foundation

Regions Bank
Becky and Jim Renard
Richard & Enika Schulze Foundation
Mia Richards
Jane and Kirk Rimer
Chelsea Rink
Nelda Rios
Robert W. Baird & Co.
The Robert D. and Patricia E. Kern 

Family Foundation, Inc.
Whit and Kristen Roberts
Jaseny Rodriguez
Owen Ross
Rowling Foundation
The Roy Gene and Pamela Evans 

Foundation
Leigh and Victor Sansone
Harpreet Singh Sardar
Melissa Saucedo
Selda Sayek
Jennifer and Andy Scripps
Debbie and Ric Scripps
Lynn Sears
Sam and Diana Self
Jesus Sesma
Shelly and Bud Kennedy
Raza Shah
Share Our Strength
Jivesh Sharma
Sharna & Irvin Frank Foundation
Shea Family Foundation
Crystal Shin
Jessica Short
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Brooke and Ben Sikes
Simmons Sisters Fund
Julie Skaggs
Brenda and Steven Smart
Lisa Smith
Jonathon Soler

Joselia Souza
Adrian Sovik
Justin Spencer
Karla and Michael Stack
Joe Staggs
James Stanton
Britta Erin Stanton
Stemmons Foundation
Ann Stevenson
Helen and Frank Stevenson
Andrea Stewart
Jennifer Stinchcomb
Gary and Jill Stolbach
R Stover

Summit Financial Group, Inc.
Connie Stamets and Brice Tarzwell
Ed Tauriac
William Taylor
Josh and Jennifer Terry
Texas Instruments Foundation
Texas Women’s Foundation
TG Public Benefit Program
Cealee Thomas
Clara Thornton
Narayana Thouda
Toyota USA Foundation
TREC Community Investors
Living Tree

Cynthia Tsimberg
Highland Turby
Christopher and Suzanne Turner
Unique Apparel Designs
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas
United Way of San Antonio and Bexar 

County
United Way of Southwestern 

Pennsylvania
Kenneth and Janie Valach
Rodolfo Valenciano Jr.
Vanberg Family Foundation
Maritza Vasquez
Andrea Villanueva

W.W. Caruth, Jr. Fund at Communities 
Foundation of Texas

Lisa and Burch Waldron
Arman Walimohammad
Lisa and William Walker
Wallace Foundation
Harianne and David Wallenstein
Walton Family Foundation
Remy Washington
Karl Watson
Melissa and Paul Webb
Jessica and Jonathan Weidman
Wells Fargo Foundation
Whirlpool Foundation

Leland B. White
Liza and Michael White
Monica White
Lori and Charles Whitten
Anne Wicks
Phillip and Donell Wiggins
Margaret and Kern Wildenthal
Pablo Wilkin
The Williams Family Foundation
James Wills
Mark and Lisa Wilson
Henery Wilson
Winstead P.C.

The Wonderful Company Foundation 
Inc.

Brad Wood
Marilyn Wright
Claire Wright
Nathan Wright
Alex and Katy Yanez
Yellow Rose Landscape Services
Scott and Ingrid Young
Yum! Brands Foundation, Inc.
Kelly Zane
Bomi Zarolia
Katy and Randy Zarolia Skattum
Katherine Zei



Board of Directors
Cullum Clark*

Chairman of the Board
Director of the Bush Institute, Economic Growth 
Initiative

Lael Melville*

Vice-Chairman of the Board
CEO, The Melville Family Foundation

Cristina Barbosa
Community Volunteer and Executive Director of the 
Michael Young Family Foundation

Roslyn Barker
Executive Chief of Staff, Toyota North America

John Beckert*

Chair- Development Committee, Strategic Planning
Operating Partner, Highlander Partners, L.P.

Michielle Benson
Executive Director, The Arts for Minority Youth

Adam Cox
Partner, Bain & Company

Cathleen Crews
Director, Matter Family Office

Dawn Davidson*

Chair- Governance Committee, Strategic Planning
Vice President & Creative Director, Alpha Business 
Images, LLC

Pilar Davies*

Co-Chair- School Engagement Committee

Tony Dona
Former Chairman of the Board
Executive Director, Greystar-Thackeray

Ossa Fisher
President and Chief Operating Officer, iStation

Richard Frapart
Former Chairman of the Board
Honorary Member of the Executive Committee

Ricky Garcia*

Senior Program Manager, Schwab Community 
Services & Charles Schwab Foundation

Rusty Jaggers
Community Volunteer

Cameron Johnson*

Chair- Real Estate Committee
CEO, Nickson

Andre McEwing*

Chair- Uplift Fort Worth Advisory Board
Supplier Diversity Manager, Tarrant County College

Elena McFann
President, Medicare, Government Business Division, 
Anthem, Inc.

John McPherson*

Chair- Strategic Planning Committee, Finance
Vice Chairman, Forterra, Inc.

Harold Montgomery
Managing Director, Wirex USA, Inc.

Michael Stack*

Chair- Finance Committee
Chief Investment Officer and Managing Director, 
Genus Holdings, LLC

James Stanton*

Chair- Advocacy Committee
Partner, Stanton LLP

Ed Tauriac*

Chair- Audit Committee
Senior Strategic Advisory, FTI Consulting

Christine VanDeVelde*

Co-Chair- School Engagement Committee
Author, Journalist and Speaker

*denotes executive committee

Honored Retired Chairmen

Kevin Bryant
Former Chairman of the Board
General Counsel, Crow Holdings

Melissa McNeil
Former Chairman of the Board

Ryan Moss
Former Chairman of the Board
Executive Vice President & CFO, Lucid Energy Group

Tony Dona
Former Chairman of the Board
Partner and Co-Founder, Thackeray Partners

Philip Montgomery†

Founding Chairman, 2003–2011

Rosemary Perlmeter
Uplift Education Founder

We thank our Board of Directors for the 2022-23 school year who are helping guide the strategic direction of our network.
Financials
As in years past, Uplift maintains its investment-grade rating 
and continues to grow and fund innovation through private 
philanthropic support. Additionally, Uplift advocates to find 
ways to bridge the funding gap through state policies. 

 81% State Foundation 
School Funding

 11% Federal Funding

 5% National School 
Lunch & Breakfast 
Program

 2% Donations

 1% Other Local 
Support

 52% School Salaries & 
Benefits

 21% CMO Staff & Operating 
Expenses

 15% Other School 
Operating Expenses

 6% Interest  on Debts & 
Bonds

 6% Depreciation & 
Amortization

REVENUE

EXPENSES
$285 

Million 

$286 
Million 
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Support Our Scholars - Donate Today
Your generosity fills the gap not covered by state or federal funds, allowing 
Uplift Education to provide signature programs, support our scholars’ health, 
safety, social and emotional well-being, and offer college and career advising.  
Thank you for believing in our mission.

Visit uplifteducation.org/support or scan the QR code with your smartphone.  
Every gift of every size is meaningful to our mission.

Our Mission
Uplift’s mission is to create and sustain public schools of excellence that 
empower scholars to reach their highest potential in college and the 
global marketplace and that inspire in scholars a life-long love of learning, 
achievement, and service in order to positively change their world.

3000 Pegasus Park Dr.  |  Dallas, TX 75247  |  www.uplifteducation.org


